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GOLE GOAST 2015: Wa're bohind the Bid

John Forrester retums o his desk two-and-a
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“'Two years, six months and -28

_days to be exact, but yesterday the
bank manager found neot guilty of

: mbiaing $40,800 from his own bank
“was back at work.

Iohn Forrester’s office in the

~Mudgeeraba branch of the Bank of
Quecns and was just as he teft it
. His name was stiil proudly on the

manager’s door and the posters of

«_'his beloved St Kilda football team
-are still on the walls. )
So"me 2 long-suffering fan,” he
adraits. ‘Then, quietly: “It's good to
< beback”
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“For twi-and-a‘half years Johﬁ

* Forrester has heen fighting to clear

his name after he was charged with

" yohbing his own bank in Aprit 2009,

“His story of that day stunned the

“ court as he told how he was forced -
.to take the cash by frish revolution-

aries whe abducted him and injected
hise with a raysterious poisor.,

“There was a bomb, poison, GPS
“tracking and listening ‘devices — all
the makings of a Ho]]ywood b!mk

buster, the court was told,
More importantly, under the Iaw

the defence is dalled compuision —-
- .where, in an extraordinary emerg-

ency, an ordinary person could not
" reasonally be expected to act other-

wise. Mr Forrester never denied tak-

- tng the $40,000 but s lawyer Sel

Poits successfully argued that he
" only did so under extreme duress.
Mr Patts adeaits it is perhaps one
of the most difficult defences. -
- As cne commentator said: “Hew
the hell did you win that?” .
The case came down to the pros-
ecution, which. failed to prove that
Mr Forresier's story was not true,
“Yesterday non¢ of that mattered

‘work after having beed suspended
‘from his job as manager-owner since
his arrest. He said he was “glad-

- dened” by an enormous showing of -
support from friends and family

throughout his ordeal and following’
Wednesday’s not guilly verdict. - .

“Staffers were also glad to have
- their” boss back, as many of them

. painting km as an a];uost saintly” -

tomer ‘for seven years and never
- helieved for a minu%e Mr Forrester
" was guiity.
"-as Mr Forrester simply went back fo

" Mrs King said. “He’s proved his
. Innocence and 1 hupe he can get on

“away and John Forrester simply got
back to wnrk :

had given evidence during his trial

commumly citizen.
-Customers were also qult.k to
defend their local branch manager.
Janet King has been a Joyal cus-

“I've always ‘found him to be
pleasant. Hes such a quiet man,”

with his life now.”
By 10,20, the media had slipped

‘Cold glitch kills snails

- MEW Zealund's Department of Con-
- servation is under fire from environ-
mentalists after freezing 800
endangered giant snails to death.
The rare snails, collected from the
Stockton Plateau sevesal years ago
--ahead of a coalmine development,
died after a temperature glitch in the
organisation’s West Couast Conserv-

. aJléy. The office’s téchnical su;)porf B

manager John Lyail said the tem-
perature probe in one of three con-
tainers folding snails failed, making
the coolroom colder than the crea-
tures coutd bear.

He said the deaths had upset Sfﬂff,
who had recently celebrated a great
captive breeding resuit.

FIRE crews are still investipating the
“cause of & massive vegetation fire that
burned for more than five hours at
. Bunugm yesterday.

.- The blaze spanned 5ha on Chester-
ﬁe}d Drive but did not endanger homes.

#* The Queensland Fire Service and
local rural crews responded to the call
about 1.30pm.

" The fire was bronght under coptrol
and downgraded about 4.30pm.

A Queensland Fire Service spokes-
woman said the fire was monitored and
was buming safely within containment
lines throughout the night.

Five crews fought the fire from the
ground, while two helivopters water-
bombed from above.
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COUP; Todé Coates with
Puss in Boots and Shrek.

$10m dea!
a dream
for Coast
theme park

Jeremy Pierce
GOLD COAST BUREAU

DREAMWORLD has
landed a major coup in the
battle  for  Queenstand
theme park supremacy by
signing an exelusive part-
nership -agreement  with
blackbuster movie com-
pany DreamWorks.

The SI0milion project
will see the Gold Coast
theme-park giant beconse
home to Ades and attrac-
tions themed on some of
DreamWorks' best-loved
meovie franchises, includ-
ing Shrek, Kung Fu Panda
ard Madegascar.

The move is alinost a
ditect challenge to the film
industry-themed  Movie
World,  which  banks
heavily on its stable of
Warner Brothers  stars
such as Bugs Bunny, Dafiy
‘Duck and other popular
characters to lure visitors
through the gate.

New Dreamworld CEO
Todd Coates said the
DreamWorks deal would
offer guests an even wider
array of experiences.

“We believe Dream-
workld is the most complete
theme park in Australia
and we are really excited

- about this alllam.t' he
said.

The deal is just the
second theme park park
nerstip in the world in-
volving DreamWorks —
the other is at Universal
Studios in Singapore.

Dreamworld’s  existing
Nickelodeon area will be
feplaced by three
BreamWorks zones dedi-
cated 1o Shrek, Kung Fu
Panda and Madagascar,
featuring revamped rides.

A “Shrektacular Show”
will be apen in time for the
Christmas holidays.

Jeremy Pierce
GOLD COAST BUREAU

JUST a day afier he was cleared
of robbing his own bank, Jahn
Forrester was vesterday back
on the job Tor the first Hime in
almuost three years.

On Wednesday, Mr
Forrester, 51, was cleared of
stealing $e3,000 from

. Mudgeeraba’s Bank of Queens- .
land after jurors decided his
amazing story was too cazy to
be made up.

‘Like a story ripped from the':
seript of a Hollywood block-
buster, Mr Forrester told the
court how he was forced 1o take
the” money by [rish reve-
lutionaries who car-jacked him
and injected bim with a mys-
terious poison. :

Mr Forrester had been sus-
pended frem his job as mana- -
ger-owner of the Mudgeeraba
" branch since his arrest in April -
- 2009 over the bizarre story, but
+'the sanction was lifted within
hours of his acguittal and at”
855am yesterday he retumed '
towork. :

- He said he was ghddened"- ’
by'an enormous showing of
support from friends and famiiy
throughout his ordeal.

It's vety gocd tobe back,” he
-~ said. :

Staffers were also glad to
have their boss back, as many of .
" ithem had given evidence dur-.
ing his trial painting him as an
“almost saintly” - community
citizen who was president of the
Mudgeeraba Chamber of Com-
merce and he'wt}y involved in.

local charities.

" One local rLs,ldent even

brought in a bottle of cham-
pagne to mark the eccasion.

But there was no champagne
- drinking in the office as the
mild-mannered back manager
quickly got back to work, sett-
fing back infe his office and
gelting on with the job of
servicing clients.

Nr Forrester never denied
taking the $40.000 from the
bank, but his lawvers suceess- . IN Tl-fE CHAIR: John Forresier at work yesterday after three
fully argued that he only did so . bizarre years and {left} The Courier-Maii’s report. -
unider extreme duress, : B -

Jurors were then mstrudtd- -the blame and they duly reled His defence taswyer Bill Potts
they could only find . Mr there was enough reasonable has hit ous at the police
Forrester guilly if they were doubt to suspect the stery, bandling of the investigation,
completely convinced his story  as crazy as it sounded eould  which did not explore other
was an elaberate ruse to deflect be true. . . leads or suspects.
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'FOOD RECALL

Sanitarium So Good R:ce Milk
Al 1 Litre packages with Best before 25 Mar 2012 31206

. Pleture: Adém_ _i;lea&

What to do: Consumers who have & soy él!ergy or intolerance should not
consume this product and should relurn it to the place of purchase Tor a
full refund.

- This recalt only affects the So Good RICE MILK (Best before 25 Mar 2012) -
it does not affect other flavours or any other products.

Made in Australia

.- The recailed product has been avallable for sale in Coles Supermarkets,
IGA stores and Franklins.

The Sanitarium Health & Weflbeing Company is conducting a recall of the
above product as a precautionary health measure.

Problem: The recail of the above product is due to a production &rror resuiting The Sanitarium Health & Wellbeing Cnmpany apo!ogises for any inconvesience.

+ in the présence of an undeclared aiiergen {soy} in So Gocd Rice Mik, 1L, Bast - " For further |nformahon please caik .
- Before 25 Mar 2012 31206. : - The Sanitarium Health & Wellbemg Company
. Food safety hazard: Any consumers who have a soy allergy or mtoierance : “ 1 Sanitarium Drive

. mayhaveareactloniftheproduci tsconsumed : -_BERKELEYVALENSW2261
PR S toIIfreephone 1800 673 382 PRI
013
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